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What Should You Look for When Buying a 
Tankless Water Heater?
While there are many factors to consider when selecting your tankless water heater, 
the first one to think of is the warranty. You can find models with warranty coverage 
from three to 12 years, but try choosing the longest one available because repairs and 
replacement can be costly. Another factor to consider is whether you’ll buy a unit with 
less-expensive plastic drain valves or more durable brass ones. Some units come with 
more features, such as an anti-scaling device, a glass-lined tank, or a digital display that 
will allow you to control your family’s hot water usage.

What Size Tankless Water Heater Do You 
Need?
To determine what size tankless water heater is right for your household, you’ll need to 
look at the gallons-per-minute rating, or GPM. The GPM tells you how much hot water will 
be delivered per minute, so the higher the GPM the better, especially if you have a larger 
family. How many GPMs do you need for your family? A typical shower uses 2.5 - 5 GPM, 
and a washing machine cycle uses 4 - 5. A family of four should be able to get by on 8 – 10 
GPM.

Should You Choose Gas or Electric?
If you have a choice between a gas or electric unit, there are factors you’ll need to 
consider before you buy. These include the price of the unit, the cost of installation, and 
your household’s hot water demands. Electric units are significantly cheaper to purchase 
and install, but they are costlier to run. Gas units cost more to purchase and install, but 
they’ll save you money in the long run.
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Which Are the Most Reliable Brands? 
According to Consumer Reports, the highest-rated tankless hot water heaters for 2019 
are made by Takagi, Eccotemp, and EcoSmart. Read this comparison of the three most 
popular models to decide if they are the right choice for your household.

Takagi
Takagi offers a wide range of products with prices ranging from a $99 electric tankless 
showerhead hot water heater to an outdoor tankless hot water heater that retails for just 
under $1,050. Their ultra-popular T-KJr2-IN-NG Indoor Tankless Water Heater runs on 
natural gas, and it retails for $500 - $600. According to consumer reviews on Amazon, this 
model is desirable because of its ease of installation, its temperature control features, and 
the fantastic value it delivers.

Eccotemp
This company’s tankless hot water heaters start at $149 for a portable tankless water 
heater for your shower, and $599 for their Eccotemp Systems EL22i EL22i-NG model. The 
popular and highly rated L10 2.6 GPM portable unit also retails for $175. Off-grid users 
are raving about this outdoor model, and they’ve come up with a surprisingly inventive 
number of uses for it, from using it to heat soaking pools or as portable hot water carts. 
As for reliability, one very satisfied user referred to his Eccotemp as a “tank.”

EcoSmart
This brand ranges in price from their 3.5W, 120-volt point of use electric tankless water 
heater at $129 to the SMART POOL 27W, 24-volt Electric Tankless Pool Heater, which sells 
for just over $900. The ECO 27 Electric Tankless Water Heater offers 27 KW at 240 volts, 
all for $449. Consumers are raving about this model because it is reliable and affordable, 
it offers quick shipping and an easy installation process, and it delivers incredible 
performance. If you’re looking for a model that will increase your water pressure, give the 
EcoSmart a try.
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http://www.takagi.com/products/tankless-water-heaters/t-kjr2-in-n
https://www.eccotemp.com/eccotemp-el22i-indoor-6-8-gpm-natural-gas-tankless-water-heater/
https://www.ecosmartus.com/product/smart-pool-27kW-electric-pool-heater


How Much Does It Cost to Install? 
Consumer Reports tested tankless water heaters in a price range from $525 to $1,150. 
They determined installation will cost between $800 and $1,500. Depending on where 
you live, the model you choose, and your existing electrical or gas systems, the cost of 
installation can vary widely—anywhere from $75 for a simple shower head to $4,500 for 
more costly and complex solar-powered options. How much it will cost you is something 
you may want to discuss with a plumber before you make any purchasing decisions. A 
plumber can check your existing structure, pipes, and wiring and steer you in the right 
direction.

To learn more about tankless water heater installation or schedule an 
appointment for your Las Vegas or Henderson, Nevada property:

call 702-234-2345 or visit plumbingkingsllc.com/get-estimate

4

https://plumbingkingsllc.com/tankless-water-heater-las-vegas/
tel:7022342345
https://plumbingkingsllc.com/get-estimate/

